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Chairman’s Welcome!

Welcome to our first Newsletter! In
a correspondence recently, | used the
phrase “Now that NPS America is up
and running”. After writing that phrase,
| had to stop myself and ask: are we
really running? It often feels more like
crawling; crawling ever so painfully
slow in fact! Then, however, | remind-
ed myself that you have to walk before
you can run, crawl before you can walk.
We have so much to do, so many great
ideas surfacing, and so many wonder-
ful folks coming on board. We have ac-
complished a lot in a short time and
we are accomplishing more every day
with a great group of dedicated volun-
teers who are giving their best efforts.

Our membership information is now
available online and | encourage all
Mountain & Moorland and British Rid-
ing Pony enthusiasts to join. Let your
voice be heard — whether it be via
emails, volunteer positions, or future
elections. NPS America is here, with
your help, to shape the face of British
Native ponies in America. Continue
to check our website for updates and
improvements — there will many addi-
tions in the coming year.

Our plan is to put out two news-
letters a year - summer and winter.
Please communicate news about
events or special recognitions re-
ceived by Mountain & Moorlands to
our Newsletter Editor, Kelly Davidson
Chou. We also want pictures of you
and your ponies showing, competing,
and having fun. You can reach Kelly at
Kelly@NPSAmerica.org. Let her hear
from youl!

Best wishes for a fun filled summer
with your favorite ponies,

Kathryn Rayner Freeman

Rene Bender’s Fell Pony stallion
BroughHill Hadrian’s Wall

Our Mission

To support, promote and
recognize the Mountain &
Moorland and British Riding
Ponies in the United States.

NPS America
Council Members:

Rene Bender
Roger Cleverly
Kelly Davidson Chou
Elaine Dunson
Kathryn Rayner Freeman
Anna Hill
Caroline Nesbitt
Wendy Rowe

and a British Riding Pony
Representative TBA!
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A Letter from the NPS America President

In the spring of 2007 | received an e-mail from Kath-
ryn Rayner Freeman about the National Pony Society
(NPS) and British Native Ponies in general. We exchanged
emails for several weeks before she asked me if | could
recommend an NPS judge that would come over to Cali-
fornia to judge the Mixed Mountain and Moorland class-
es at the West Coast Connemara Show. | jumped at the
chance. Although | had lived in Southern California for
three years as a teenager, | had never been to Northern
California.

In August my friend Gemma Stanford and | flew to LA
and then took a flight on to Sacramento. We were met
by Kathryn and her family whom we stayed with during
much of our trip. After a day of touring and sightseeing
we were picked up and taken to the show at Brookside
Equestrian Center in Elk Grove. There were lots of lovely
ponies and the show was really well organized. Even the
weather was good to us. A cool breeze kept up all day
which | was very pleased about. Because England has
such a cool climate, if it had been as hot as it sometimes
can be, we could have found it difficult to cope. In the
evening there was a BBQ and | gave a talk on British Na-
tive Ponies. Everyone was so friendly and welcoming it
made our time at the show very enjoyable.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank Kathryn
and her family for taking such good care of Gemma and
me. | would also like to thank all of you who brought your
beautiful ponies to the show for me to judge. It was a
wonderful experience!

While | was over in the States it was a great opportu-
nity to discuss and plan the creation of NPS America. As
NPS Chairman this was too good an opportunity to miss.
Kathryn had already put the idea to me by e-mail; | had
discussed the idea with the rest of the council and went
hoping to get all the details sorted. Kathryn, Kelly, Roger
and the rest of the team had a good idea of how they
would like the new organization to go, so our discussions
were invaluable. | am delighted that NPS America is now
well and truly on course for a great future. This new over-
seas chapter has inspired Native Pony and British Riding
Pony enthusiasts in Austria and Germany to begin nego-
tiations to form NPS Europe. You are all trend setters!

| am so proud to have been asked to be your first hon-
orary President and will do all | can to help and advise.
| congratulate the founding members of NPS America -
this is truly history in the making! | wish all of you good
luck for the future.

Mrs. Linda Impey
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Mrs. Linda Impey and her home bred Highland mare
Oak Croft Connista - affectionately known as “Connie”.

Current Founders Circle Members

» Davidson Dales Pony Farm
* Dream Hayven Farm Fell Ponies
» Elaine Dunson
 Epona’s Pasture
* Free Rayn Hill Connemaras

See your farm, family name, or enterprise
here and on our Founder’s Circle Web page
www.NPSAmerica.org.

Become a founding member today!
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Greetings From the Secretary

As your Secretary, | am very excited about the future
of NPS America. Though we are just getting started,
we have the potential to greatly benefit M&M ponies
and their owners in the United States. NPS America
provides a chance for all British native pony owners,
breeders, and enthusiasts to work together to create
competitive, educational, and networking opportuni-
ties that can benefit all of us.

Aperfect example is the annual Pacific Coast Classic
Welsh Show in September at the Brookside Equestri-
an Center in Elk Grove, CA. From this small showing
opportunity in 2006, NPS America was born. | always
enjoy watching the different M&M breeds in the show
ring and | know the audience does too! | am excited
to be attending and exhibiting at the Equus Survial
Trust Event at the Kentucky Horse Park where more
owners will share their ponies with the public.

Many thanks to Kathryn Rayner Freeman and Kelly
Davidson Chou for endless work making NPS Amer-
ica happen. Kelly’'s husband and computer “genius”
Al Chou deserves special recognition for creating our
wonderful Web site. | also want to acknowledge the
council members and volunteers for their involve-
ment. And of course, Linda Impey, our honorary
President, deserves a very special thank you. With-
out her belief in us, NPS America would be nothing
but wishful thinking!

If you are currently a member we really appreci-
ate your vote of confidence in us. If you aren’t yet a
member, | really hope to be hearing from you soon!
Our membership will determine just how effective this
new organization will be. Elaine Dunson
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NPS America Secretary Elaine Dunson with her Fell
Pony gelding Stonecreek Magical Celebration.

Join NPS America Now!

Become an NPS America Member! You do not
need to join the NPS in the UK to become a mem-
ber of NPS America. Membership in NPS America
has a number of benefits:

 Participation in NPS America awards programs.

» Place to network with other M&M and British Riding
Pony enthusiasts.

* Eligibility for NPS America educational scholarships.

 Eligibility to participate in NPS America Committees,
hold NPS America Officer positions, and vote in NPS
America elections.

Membership Levels

Junior (under 18 years): $25
» All benefits noted above except will not be allowed
to vote in NPS America elections or hold NPS America
elected positions.

Standard: $35
* All benefits noted above (one individual membership
and one vote).

Family/Farm: $50

* Family members are the parents/guardians and all
children under the age of 18 years living in the same
household with said parents/guardians. A family
membership shall be entitled to one vote per parent/
guardian (limit two). Children under 18 years of age
shall be designated as Junior Members.

¢ Farm membership allows for ponies owned by farm
members to earn points for year end awards regard-
less of the membership status of the pony’s exhibitor.
Farm membership will be entitled to two votes.

Lifetime — Founder’s Circle Special: $300

» Lifetime membership is a one time fee for the lifetime
of an individual/farm. Between May 1, 2008 and De-
cember 31, 2008, NPS America is offering Founder’s
Circle membership for a reduced rate of $300. Found-
er’s Circle membership is a one time offer, and Life-
time membership will increase to $400 as of January
1, 2009.

Please Visit
www.NPSAmerica.org
for more information and an application

Join Today!







